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General Meeting Minutes
November 18th, 2025
	Present: Gutowski, Jennifer, MacKenzie, Kristen E, Wendy Curry, Melendez, Sandra, Parrott, Gretchen, Drake, Haley, Condon, Mary, Leighann, Barnett, Michael D, Matt Schwasman, Dashnaw, Renee L, Kross, Mackenzie, Ornt, Jennifer L, Bastedo, Patricia, Thoma, Clifford, Baiocchi, Paige
Breese, Susan, Gibbs, Stacey L, Sisson, Sierra, Pettis, Ann marie, James, Jennifer, Vignari, Michelle, Bronstein, Melissa, Cunningham, Kelly
Klee, Andrew, princess, Luden, Maria, Gilbert-Klaczko, Christie, Brown, Lynne M, Martin, Jordan, Cole, Mary L, Rycroft, Erin M, Ottman, Ann, Embry, Katherine, Schlosser, Hillary C, Wahls, Carla 


Meeting called to order by Jennifer Gutowski at 12:56pm
	Topic
	Discussion
	Decision-Action
	Responsibility

	Welcome/Introductions
	Welcome!  

	Approval of Minutes
	· August 2025 meeting minutes approved by Susan Breese, second approval by Stacey Gibbs 

	Members Accomplishments/
Announcements
	[bookmark: _GoBack]NA 

	Educational Presentation

	Speakers: 
· Erin Rycroft: Antimicrobial Stewardship Program Overview  

	Old Business


	· MPH/Nursing Sudent Pipeline: Discussion on ways to Engage in local schools to engage more people in infection prevention. Maybe create a scholarship or internship program. Strong tried to get an educational opportunity for graduate nursing at UR but didn’t happen. Definitely opportunity there though! 
· 2026 Board Elections: Finalized board for 2026.  
· President: Mary Cole
· President-Elect: Jenn James
· Past President: Jennifer Gutowski
· Treasurer: Jordan Martin
· Secretary: Jenn James 
· Legislative Rep: Paige Baiocchi 
· Education Committee: Susan Breese, Jennifer Ornt, Stacey Gibbs
· Webmaster: Andrew Klee
·  Bylaws Chair: Mary Condon
·  Membership: Kristen Beideman 
· Christmas Party- 12/16 at Monroes, invite to follow. There will be a white elephant gift exchange

	New or Updated Guidelines

	· APIC public health engagement toolkit was noted as a useful resource.

	Roundtable

	· Jennifer Ornt’s “Bug of the Month” educational initiative.
· Distributed to all employees, including non-hospital staff renting space.
· Recent topic: disseminated herpes zoster, prompted by a rule-out ED case that caused staff concern.
· Materials are designed to educate staff and reduce unnecessary anxiety.
· Jennifer Ornt agreed to share materials with the chapter and potentially post them on the APIC local chapter intranet.
· Journal Club noted as inactive; members encouraged to share relevant articles informally.
· COVID and Respiratory Virus Guidance:
· Update provided regarding state-level return-to-work guidance for respiratory viruses due to lack of updated CDC guidance.
· New York State guidance delayed due to CMS regulatory considerations.
· APIC Public Policy Committee is tracking state guidance but does not plan to issue recommendations at this time.
· Discussion included concerns about limited CDC communication, circulating flu strains, and potential for a severe flu season.
· Operational and Infection Prevention Challenges:
· Concerns raised regarding hospital capacity, staff shortages (notably patient care technicians), and impact on environmental cleaning.
· Discussion of Candida auris and other MDROs (e.g., CRAB, CRE), emphasizing the need to return to basic infection prevention practices.
· Importance of validating cleaning practices and PPE compliance noted.
· NHSN / HERDS Reporting:
· Frustration expressed over early and frequent DOH calls regarding incomplete HERDS surveys before deadlines.
· Issue escalated to DOH leadership for review.
· Long-term care facilities continue weekly COVID vaccination reporting for staff and residents; concerns raised about data utility.
· IFU (Instructions for Use) Challenges:
· Ongoing challenges with impractical or unclear IFUs discussed.
· Issues included updated IFUs posted online without notification and lack of flexibility for risk assessments.
· Members encouraged to submit problematic IFUs to APIC leadership (contact: Devin Jopp).

	New Business

	APIC Scholarship Opportunities
	Graduate Student Research Scholarship- $5,000 award toward tuition, travel, and APIC 2026 registration. Application deadline: November 21.
APIC Distinguished Awards- Nomination deadline: November 28.
APIC 2026 Call for Abstracts- Deadline: December 7. Members submitting abstracts were encouraged to share with the chapter.

	
	All Members

	
	
	
	

	Committee Reports

	· Legislative (Paige): No new Updates 
· National (Melissa and Michelle): Congressional briefing postponed due to government shutdown. Continued work on IFU advocacy with manufacturers and accrediting bodies 
· Treasurer: 
· Expense Report given 
· Education Committee: Planning continues for an in-person Spring Symposium in April. Survey to be sent to members to identify educational topics for 2026.
· Bylaws: No update 


	Adjournment
	Meeting was adjourned by Jennifer Gutowski at 2:19pm

	Next Meeting
	 January 20th,  2026 


Respectfully submitted by:  Jennifer James

2025 RFL APIC Chapter Board:
	Position
	Name
	Position
	Name

	President
	Jennifer Gutowski
	Education Committee
	Jennifer West

	President Elect
	Mary Cole
	Education Committee
	Jennifer Ornt

	Past President
	Kristen Beideman
	Education Committee
	Stacey Gibbs 

	Treasurer
	Sue Breese
	Webmaster
	Andrew Klee 

	Secretary
	Jennifer James
	Bylaws
	Mary Cole

	Legislative Representative
	Paige Baiocchi
	
	

	Membership
	Kristen Beideman
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